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In recent years changes in the constituency of higher:

‘education have been characterized by a substantial increase in the

nueber of students attending college less than full-time.

As a

consequence the once sharp distinctions between youth and adult
students, cawpus and extension education, and traditional and
nontraditional clients are giving way to recognition of greater
heterogeneity in student populations, The growilk in the number of
part-time students has been advantageous in a time of declining %
full-time enrollments, At the sapme time, the trend has caused conce ?.
and some changes in several areas of higher education, including

institutional finance,
teaching, support services, and student participation in campus

student recruitment, academic programs,

"

activities, As a result, policies for this new majority in higher
education will be shaped in the forseeable future by very different
and more changeable social and educational priorities, requiring much
more flexibility in higher education, even from Year to Year.
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In recent vears, changes in the constituency of lugher education
have caused greater interest in part-ime students. The pnmary
reason for this is the increase in the number of students attending
college less than full-ime As a consequence the once sharp distine.
tions between youth and adult students. campus and 2xtension edu-
cation, and traditional and nontradmonal chents are gwng way to
recognition of greater heterogenelty in student populations (Fur-
niss 1975; Carnegie Commission 1971a; Frandson 1976 Parker
1975).

The growth 10 numbers of part-ime college students has been
advantageous 1n a hme of dechning fulitime enroliments. At the
same time. the trend has caused concern and some changes in
several areas of higher educahon. inciuding nstitutionai finance.
student recnutment. academic programs. teaching. Support services,
and student participation in campus actiabes.

Enrollment Trends

The growth of part-hme enrollments 15 well documented. Dunng
the penod 1969-72, the number of full-tme students in postsecond-
ary educahon grew by 8.8 percent. while the number of patt-time
students grew by 204 percent. or well aver twace as much, in col-
legiate nshtutions the part-time student increase occurred 3.5 times
ag fast as mn all of postsecondary education. since part-hime en-
rollment in noncollegiate nstitutions was aiready somewhat higher
(Morstain and Smart 1977, p. 666. Pitchell 1974, p. 3). Similarly.
during 1969.74, the fullume equwalent enrollments of part-ime
students in state colleges and unwersities grew by almost half n
the midwestern and southern regions of the United States (Stam.
pen 1976, p. 3). Bu 1972 part-ime students were a distinct masor-
ity in all of postsecondary education at 57.5 percent. and ap-
proached a2 majonty even in colleqiate institutions {Putchelt 1974,
p. 31. Dunng the penod 1972:74 the fuil-hme student growth was
down to about 5 percent. but the growth in part-ime students was
still four times that amount.
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In 1974-78 the growth trend has continued, although unevenly.
Recent overall gans in higher education enrollment ‘since the early
1970's have been attributed in substantial part to increase in part:
time student enrollment {Schultz 1975, p. 2J. Even though part-
lime enrollment in 1976-77 contradicted the growth trend by drop:
ping slightly in fouryear schools, it still gained somewhit in two-
year colleges and this growth was still greater thansthat of full-time
enroliment (Parker 1977 pp. 3 9) Figures for the 1977-78 aca-
demic year show a slight increase in part-time student enrollments
n four-year colleges and universities, reversing the previous year’s
dechne but leaving part-time enrollments at about the 1975-76 |
level {Parker 1978, p. 7).

A variety of frends has emerged in the distribution of these partt-
time enrollments. Firgt, in recent years women have been enrolling
as part time Students at a greater rate than men and now constitute
52 percent of these enroliments (Magarrell 1978) In 1974 the ra-
tio of female to male part-time students in two-year colleges was
1 57 to one. Second, veterans as a group, almost half of whom
used to be part-time enrollees, now show a steady enrollment de-
cline. Third. the largest number of part-time students is in degree-
credit courses. but most of these students ae in lower-division
courses. Of this group, more of the first4time part-time students are
women than men, whereas more of the fuil-time first-timers are men
{Wade 1977, pp. 5. 390). Fourth, in 1975, the mean undergradu-
ate degree-credit course Joad lor part-time students was less than
hali-time, figured on the basis of individual institutions’ full-time-
equivalences (Wade 1977, p 294} Fifth, recent figures show the
gteatest part-time student growth in public two-year institutions and
public universities. private four-year instifutions other than univer-
sities show a rate of part-time student growth less than that of full-
time enrollment, the only category in which this occurs, which repre-
sents a declimng growth rate in that type of institution (Wade, Pol-
lock. and Rouselle 1977, p. 10) However, these statistics may be
shghtly deceplive since many senior citizens—formertly counted
separately as "persons served” by colleges—are now counted as
part time students. whether for uniformity of records or for funding
purposes (Lombardi 1975, pp. 24-25).

In graduate study numerical and proportionate increases have
occurred in part-time enrollment, and a more rapid increase for
women than men parallels the trend in undergraduate enrollment.
Further. this trend is strengthened by indicitions that part-time
graduate students are cumrently interested in staying in graduate
s hool slightly longer (Baker 1977, p. 3). the implication here is
that the institutions that can accommodate part ime students stand
the best chance of increasing their enrollments for master's and
dottor's degrees.

It is clear. then, that growth in part ume entollments is a signifi
cant trend in higher education. Exactly how much, how fast. and
how long 15 less cleaw. It 1s commonly understood that e number
of mdwiduals in the Umited States of tradibonal college age will de-
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chine steadily into the early 1990's (Henderson 1977, pp 1113,
Mingle 1976, p. 3. Gienny 1975. p. 4. Huwever, sume researdbiers
precict that growth in part bme enrollments 1 the est twy 1v oA
years-will continue at a rate wimilar tu that of recent years {Mur
stain a,n] Smart 1977, p. 666, Limbard 1975, p 25).

Some Reasons for the Trends

The reasons for the curent growth are vaned and seem to be
closely related to the changing aspiratons. finances, and charac
tenstics of part ime students and of the undergraduate pupulatiun
in genetal. The value placed un a college educatun bas changed.
It 15 speculated that sume indmiduals, nut oble ty afford full bme
enrollment, are enroling part tme as an alternative (Furmes 1975,
p. 16), but this has been disputed. Many uf these students may sim
ply lose all coflege aspiration.

In practice. it seems higher education nu lunger seoves  pnmanly
a» a means of preparatiun for matunty.” but accommudates Ifelung
educativnal needs as peuple percene oem. career advanuement.
career change. or persunal fulfillment (Spear 1976, pp. 39-40)
According to Fumniss {1975, p. 18), partictpation in higher educa
tion 5 now less dependent on socal forces alone than on the in
dvidual’s estmate of the atlractiveness of alternatives ot the time
he makes a decision about Pursuing bus education

For those who du decde tv envoll in higher education. eco
nomic fautors may be important in shaping attitudes toward part
tme enioliment. There seems tu be a nationwide cluse to home
trend in wollege attendance. and new patt tine students especially
are lucal in their movements {Stampen 1976, p. 3, Furniss 1975,
p. 18). Studies show that these students, regardless of age, gen
erally combine thew educational pursusts with employment (Schultz
1976, p. 2, Branan 1976. p. 49). However, it is not clear what the
net effect of economic favturs ;5. When peorie are unsure about the
direction of the economy they rnay either still wish to enroll in ¢ol
tege, as Furuss imphes. or they may defer or reject further educa
hon. as Stampen suggests. Simdarly. as the economy .mproves
two things could happen. those 1n schuol because they lack work
could leave school. and those out of school for lack of adequate
finances could return or begin to attend {Furniss 1975, p 18)

However, the motwvations of part une students are various and
economics 1s only one factor. Pitchell (1974, pp. 4 5) identfies four
categones of the part-time student. one who 15 sirnilar tu ihe tradi
tional group of full-ime students. a second having job incentives or
requiremnents as a majof reason for envolling. a third 10 employer
sponsored programs. and a fourth having been recruted for federal
categoncal problem-solang programs such as law encorcement
education. drug abuse education. and traming in the sciences
Morstan and Smart {1977, pp. 671 76) have developed statist
cally a motwvational typolugy with five categones of adult learners
nondirectional, social. simulation seehing. wareer onented.  and
hfe-change. Different insttutiunal types. they say. will have differ
ent mixes of motivational types. and each type implies a different
kind of institwiional action.

Institutional Perspectives
Just as financial considerations are a factor in student mobwa-

tion to enrull patt-ime. the economie returns of that enroliment
are of concem to institutions, especially as the proportion of part 1o
full-hme students nses. Most exsting funding furmulas for publicly
supported institutwons are based on the full ime equivalence (FTE)
of student enroliments. This method Jues not always compensate
for other relevant factors, and increased part ime student numbers
dont necessanly translate into high FTE's for funding increases

+

Standard FTE formulas may equate two or three part ime students
with one {ull ime student. but when the average part time student
enrulled half time or more the FTE funding may not match the insti
tuhun‘s’mtal credit hour enrollment and institutional costs

On the other hand. the student headcount may not accurately
reflect the impact of part-time enrollments on the number of courses
offered. produciion of degrees. cost of services, or financing pat-
tern. Despite efforts to provide the same services |o”all students,
financial constraints may mit the. services available to part time
enrollees (Lombard: 1975, p. 2, Glenny 1975, pp 2. 6 Mangham
1975, g. 6) Glenny feels that the negative economic effects of the
pan tme enrollment trend may be greater for public than pnvate
nstitutions, since the proportion of part me students is growing
fastest there and since a larger portion of private institutions’ in
come is in forms not contingeni upon enroliments: grants, gifts. and
endowments However, recent national figures show that private in
stitutions depend on tuition and fees for a larger portion of their
total income than do publicly controlled colleges and universities
{Mertins 1977. pp. 6-7), so the part time enroliment issue is crycial
to both public and prvate institutions.

Ir. spite of these concems. and in response to general educa
tional market trends, colleges and universities are making a greater
effort to expand their client group This effort is called marketing,
recruitment. or audience development, and includes a vanety of
actmabies ranging from increasing college waibility and active re
cnutment to substantial cumriculum and senace changes. For wisi
bility >ume colleges are using newspaper, radio and telewsion ad
verhsing. matlings. special brochures, and talks to civic groups.
However. little special attention has been gwen to college catalogs
as a recruitment tool (Kegel 1977.pp.5- 7).

Beyond the increased need among colleges and universities for
wsibility. more substantial changes are occuring in the areas of cur
ncuwlum and nonacademic services. These cumicular and service
changes are often related to each other and fo existing demand as
much as to anticipated demand. They include shogt or mini courses,
satelite campuses, relaxed admissions standards, educational bro
kerage, special programming funds for academic departments. as
sumption of new functions (such as literacy education, recreational
and custodial responsibilities for the elderly, and drug addiction
and alcoholism counseling), resident programs, increased indepen-
dent study, modular courses, increased ;e of instructional tech:
nology. expanded evening divisions, changes in service hours. ex

panded financial aid, special facilities, and more noncampus col
leges (Lombardi 1977, p 37, Carnegie Commission 1971a, p 43.
Walker 1976, p. 41, Lombardi 1975, pp. 3. 24-5)

An example of a combined cumriculum and marketing effort is a
unigue program developed independently by a management con
sultant and “sold” to Adelphi University, which has awarded an
MBA to businessmen after completion of courses conducted
on commuter trains. Manu of these businessmen students have pre
vously dropped out of graduate programs. and some have con
sideted returning as full-time students as a result of the Adelphi
classes (Lewy 1976. pp. 25:7).

‘lnstitutlonal Responsibility

The growing interest throughout higher education in attracting
and serving part time students has stimulated discussion of where
the responsibiiity lies for their programs and services Part time
studerds are commonly referred to as conlinuing education or
adult students, regardless of individua! program or age Frandson
(1976. p. 43} notes an incipienl movement Lo take the part time
phenomenon “from the hands that built it" —that is, from extension
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schovls—when academe had previously only diven part time stu
dents its ‘leftover  of tirne and mouney. be feals that this source of
ncome and influe.we more propeily belungs with the cuntiniung
education‘dvision. However, much of the related disuussion amonyg
extension educators concerns the dvnamues of centralizing respun
sibity rather than leaving & fragmented between extetsion and
academic divisions (Knox 1975 and 1976, Frandsun 1976, Schram
1976} The emphasis i such cent alizalizn s placed on the puten
tial umigue to each kind of institubuns {two year. four year, or uin
versity. pubhc oy pnvatel and to the acadenuc and extension sec
tors There is the promise for cooperation between these sectors.
with the former prowding academic specalizanon and the latter
providing msight and expenence 1n shaping educational sernces
for a nontraditional student populaton Schram {1976, p 4) sug-
gests that such an arrangement would warrant two things designa
hon of an assistant or associate dean for extension or conrinuing
education wathin each academic dwsion of the mshitutnon. and
traming department faculty in pew forms of programming In Cali-
fornia’s New College (Unwersity of Calilorma 1971) the role of umi-
versiy faculty 15 seen as central 1o the success of a systemwnde
part-time student program. Pation {1975, pp 43341} discusses the
incentives and disincentives for both the teaching unit and the
individual faculty member in participating 0 such a program The
obvious advantages nclude employment for faculty member.
cantact with a new student group (as a source of stimulation, satis
fachon. and potential fyll ime students). and the countetbalance
to the tradiional faculty research onentaton Some faculty also

percewe the part-ime student as a largely ignored chent. and there:
fore support the concepn of special insitutional programs Addi-
tonally. when the faculty member's participation 1s predicated on
hus reputation for good teaching. there 18 an element of prestige
present The disincentives include some faculty opposition. fear of
downgrading exsting programs. fear of mcreased teaching loads
and changes in hfestyle. possible loss of pregram continuny, and
concern about the quality of the students

The need for (hange in the nunacademuc seraces of bugher edu
cation has alo become apparent Histuncally the tendency has
been to think of senaces for {ulltme studenis as more easily
planned and less subject to vanaton (Furmiss 1975, p 1€. Carmnege
Comrssion 1971b. p. 112} but the change i the student popula
tion has created new needs and underscored uld-ones Of pnimary
contem are the areas of student financial ad, instéubiunal acoess
bihity. and the matter of student participation in campus Life

A double standard has been recogrmzed wn financial aid for tull
and parttime enrollees (Camegie Commission 1971b. p 112,
Kegel 1977. p 16. Mangham 1975. p 2, Pachell 1974, pp 7 B),
and new scholarship programs are being established 10 overcome
what may be one of the last large bamers tu college attendarce
{Kegel 1975. Sims 1976. pp 9-12) Puchell {1974, p ©6) specu
lates that 1f financizl aid had been more readily available to part-
ume students. many of the important federal problem subang pro
arams would not be necessan. hut would have cume wite beny as
regular programs funded by tuition income There has alsu been
some discussion of imtion rates as a form of discnmmation aganst
part time studenis. many institutions and states have flat rate 1w
tions and not rates pased on the divdual student’s credi hour
load 'Southern Regional Educatun Board 1970, pp 3L Pichell
1974, pp. 10-11}

Matters of insntutional accessibility to part ime students cover
a broad area. and include information seriaces. registrahivn., duceas
to records. office and hbrary hours. counscling and adviang. child
care. and placement services Kegel's survey (1977} of two vear

colleges reveals that althuugh some schools extend some of these
senvices tu part ime students and students attending classes at
ahit, aceessibility s stil! far from being universal for the changing
student pupulativn The questiun anses of whether or not the insti
tutivn “uwes” these services to the part time enrollees. who were
viie thuught of as “iregulars™ on campus but who now may pay
a disproputtivnate amount of tuitiog (Thain 1976, p 45} Chalick
{1974} found that in some institutiong student participation in cam
pus actmties such as athletics. student overnment. and gover
nance’ls limued by enrollment status

Conclusion

The question concerning the speaal needs of the growang part:
tine student population and the changing needs of the wsttutions
and faculty serang it are far from fully answered. For the most
part these students are still regarded as tradihonal students having
a lghter course load. when 0 reality they are older. busier. and
facing real bamers to obtaming further education. In matters of
student and mshwhonal finance. acaderuc programs. and non-
academic sepnces. colleges and umversities will have to comout
thew energies and real resources to educaling students on terms
very different from those nw assumed. The first and largest step,
however, 15 for nsttutions and government agencies to racognize
that the audience for ligher education wall never agan be the
relauvely homoegeneous cohort of 18-year-olds. but is now the en.
tre populaiion and the educational interest of ths population has
been areatly underesimated. For the mstitetions this imples not
only-modifng-cumcula and prowiding more financial assistance.
but also restructunng institutional schedules to fit the students’ re-
quirements rather than the employees’, including these more ma
ture students i govemance processes. and further research on
the ways in whuch part-ime students differ from thew traditional,
fulltime counterparts. Some of this research should focus on the
students’ cognitwe and affective development and on the ways in
which they are percaved by emplovers and peers. Policies for this
new majonty wilt be shaped 1n the foreseeable future by very differ-
ent and more <hangeable social'and educational pnunties. requinng
much more flexibility in higher education, even from year to year.
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